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THE 


Epiſtle Dedicatory = 


To the Plenipotentiaries of the ſeveral Repudlics of 
 New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſets-Bay, Rhode- 
Illand and Providence Plantations, Connec- 
ticut, . New-York, New-Jerſey, Penſilvania, 

. Newcaſtle, Kent and Suſſex on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina and 


South-Carolina, aeputed to meet and fit in 


general Congreſs in the City of Philadelphia. 


GENTLEMEN, 8 


E public Character, with which you 
are now inveſted, attracts the Atten- 
tion of Mankind, as well in Great- 
Britain, as in America. Among o- 
thers, who think themſelves concerned in this 
Diſpute, the Author of the following Tract has 
Reaſons peculiar to himſelf for paying you the 
earlieſt public Acknowledgments in his Power, 
for the Favours you have done him. 

Mos r People here in Britain thought that you 


would not ſo ſoon have thrown off the Maſk, ; 
A 2 ; and 
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and fet up for Independence. / nd tnf 
there were, who either could not, or would not 
ſee, that you intended it at all. Nay, even ſince : 
the breaking up of your Congreſs, it has been 
ſolemnly declared, and that in Parliament, that 
' you entertained no ſuch Deſign. Nou, to con- 
- vince ſuch as theſe of their Miſtake, - would 
have been a tedious Affair, and have coſt the 
Author of this Tract a good deal of Trouble, 
in the Way of Reaſoning and Argumentation. 
But you have done it effectually at once: And 
for the future it is impoſſible to miſapprehend 
your Meaning. You have now plainly and 
flatly told us, without any ' Colouring or Diſ- 
guiſe, that you renounce all Subjection whatever 
to the Legiſtature of the Parent- State; and that 
you will not acknowledge, that ſhe has any other 
Authority or Juriſdiction over you; - what 
you yourſelves ſhall pleaſe to give her. This 15. 
en plainly and to the Purpoſe: And ſe 
far you have acted a fair and conſiſtent Part. 
Bur, Gentlemen; are you and your Conſti- 
tuents, (for J here include you all) equally con- 
ſiſtent and uniform in other Parts of your Con- 
duct? And can it be affirmed, that you are as 
ſtrenuous Advocates for Liberty in other Caſes, 
as you are in this? You bravely declare, That 
<. by the immutable Laws of Nature, you are en- 
<« titled to Life, Liberty, and Property. ——Cer- 
tainly. you are: And the Reaſon you give is not 
is 8 4 
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A bad one, when ſoberiy underſtood, viz. © Be- 
rc you have never ceded to any Sovereign 


% Power whatever, a Right to diſpoſe of either 
e without your Conſent.” Permit me therefore 
to aſk Why are not the poor Negroes, and the 


Poor Indians entitled to the like Rights and Be- 
nefits? And how comes it to paſs, that theſe 
Immutable Laws of Nature are become ſo very 


mutable, and fo very inſignificant in reſpect to 
them? They probably never ceded to any 
Power, — moſt certainly they never ceded to you, 


2 Right of diſpoſing of their Lives, . Liberties, 
and Properties, juſt as you pleaſe. And yet 
what horrid Cruelties do you daily practiſe on 


the Bodies of the poor Negroes; over whom 


you can have no Claim, according to your own 
Principles? What ſhameful Robberies and 
Uſurpations are you daily guilty of in reſpect 
to the poor Indians, the only true and rightful 
Proprietors of the Country which you inhabit? 

Theſe Things, Gentlemen, ought not to be: For 
whilſt you, and your Conſtituents, are charge- 
able with ſo much real Tyranny, Injuſtice, and 


Oppreſſion, you declaim with a very ill Grace 
againſt the imaginary Tyranny, and the pretend- 


ed Oppreſſion of the Mother-Country. I am not 
unacquainted with your Manner of carrying on 
your -bartering Trade with the Indians, any more 
than with your Treatment of your unhappy 
Slaves the Blacks. I could alſo give ſome Spe- 
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. cimens of your "Eng a ha 
making Purchaſes of Lands from the Natives--- 
even when you condeſcend to the Formality and 
Farce of making a Purchaſe from them:-++ Alſo 
how you. contrive to thin the Numbers of theſe 
1 unhappy Tribes by Means of your grand En- 
gines of Death, Rum, and the SMALL, Pox : 
And then how you drive the miſerable Survivors . 
away, and ſeize their Lands. But J forbear: pins 
For my Deſign is not to rouſe the Indignation 
of my Countrymen to go to War with-you,--- | 
but to throw you entirely off: Which perhaps 
may prove the greater Puniſhment of the two. 


ſuring, and 


In regard to your ſetting up for Independence, 


1 it is no new Thing. Every Colony has done the 
like, as ſoon. as it was able: So that in that Re- 
ſpect you are not ſingular, you are only on a Par 


with others. But you are the only People that 


ever yet exiſted, who, after having diſclaimed all 
Subjection to the Parent State, ſtill expect to en- 
joy the ſame Benefits, the ſame Protection, the 


ſame Poſts of Honour, Profit, and Advantage, 


I as if you had always been obedient, Subjects. 
For in Fact, you ſtill expect to be regarded and 


treated as Engliſimen in every Caſe, where any 


Benefit is to be derived from that Character: 
But as to thoſe Burdens, which Engliſimen muſt 


bear in order to ſupport that Character; In re- 


ſpect to theſe Things you beg to be excuſed : 
Jou will do as you Pleaſe. This is ſuch a curious 
Phzno- | 
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Phe in Politics, Law, and Commerce: 

d our old World was never able to produce 
it. America alone has that excluſive Honour. 
er i order to ſtrengthen your Cauſe, and 
enereaſe your Numbers, you wiſh to draw the 
large and extenſive Province of Canada, into your 
general Aſſociation. You needed not to have 
given yourſelves all that Trouble. Canada, when 
it has grown rich by our Means, and our Capi- 
tals, will aſſuredly ſet up for Independence, as 
you have done. And in a few Years, we ſhall 
have the ſame Scenes of Malevolence and Ingra- 
titude diſplayed there, which you are pleaſed to 
exhibit in your Provinces. Perhaps indeed the 
Canadians will not expect (as you do) to be careſſ- 
ed and protected by us at that very Inſtant, when 
they are ſpurning at our Authority, and renounc- 
ing our Juriſdiction. For this ſeems to be a 

n Conduct and Behaviour peculiar to yourſelves. 
HowxvxR, as Canada is for the preſent faith- 
ful to the Power that protects her; therefore you 
think it an Object worthy of your pious Endea- 
vour ta ſeduce her from her Allegiance.---In 
order thereunto, after you had painted the Po- 
piſſi Religion in the blackeſt Colours in your 
Addreſs to the Inhabitants of Great- Britain, call- 
ing it ſanguinary and impious, and declaring it 
unworthy to enjoy its awn Property voluntarily 

given for its-own Support by the Proprietors of 
Lands, who had the only right to give, and who 
„ were 
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were alllof the Roman · Catholic Perſuafion gas 
after this, I ſay, you ſuddenly change your 


Notes, and in your Addreſs to the Inhabitants! of- 


the Province of Quebec you are pleaſed to eom- 
pliment them in the following fulſome Strain: 


We are too well acquainted with the: Libera 
2 li of Sentiment diſtinguiſhing. your Nation, to 


imagine, that Difference. of Religion, will pre- 


C * zudice you againſt; an hearty Amity With: us. 
0 Nou know that the tranſcendent; Nature of 
<. Freedom elevates thoſe who unite in her Cauſe 


< above all ſuch low-minded Infirmities- The 


<« Swiſs Cantons furniſh a memorable Proof of 


this Truth. Their Union is compoſed: of 


« Roman-Catholic and Proteſtant States, living 
ein the utmoſt Concord and Peace one with another, 


and thereby enabled, ever ſince they bravely 


<« vindicated their Freedoms, to defy and defeat 
< every Tyrant that has invaded them.?! 
"Now here, Gentlemen, you have ſaid, or ra- 


ther inſinuated ſome Things, which, as they are 


true, I will endeavour to illuſtrate. Vou have 


 Infinu ated, that Perſons of the Roman- Catholic 


Perſuaſion may be warmed with a glorious Zeal 
for civil Liberty as well as Proteſtants. This 
is true: And there are inconteſtible Facts to 
prove it. For Example, the Barons, who diſ- 
puted their Liberties with King Joan, and at laſt 
wreſted the famous Magna Charta from him, 
were 5255 Papifts. The S./ Cantons themſelves, 
when 


D E D I Ci AZ TOR T). is 
when:they:revolted-from the tyrannical Houſe of 


_ Auſtria, were all | Papifts. The Cortes of Spain, 


who roſe againſt CHARIES V. were all Papiſts. 
The firſt Inſurgents in the Netherlands, who paved 
the Way for the Dutch Common- Wealth, were 


clieſy Papiſts. And the preſent Corſicans, and the 


_ Steilians of Palermo, are all Papiſts. It is therefore 
very injurious, to ſay no worſe, in ſome of your 
Writers; and ſome of ours, to charge the Roman 
Catholic Religion with more Abſurdities, than 
really belong to it. We Proteſtants ſhould not 


approve of ſuch a Treatment in our own Caſe: 


And yet perhaps it might be affirmed with equal 


Truth and J uſtice, that the tyrannical Power ex- 
erciſed by a certain great Northern Potentate, 
with or without any Pretence, wherever he can; 


— and likewiſe by you over the poor Negroes 


and Indians, — is owing to the tyrannical Princi- 
ples you have reſpectively imbibed from the Pro- 
teſtant Religion: Than which Accuſation no- 
thing can be more falſe and groundleſs. 

Bur, Gentlemen, tho? I will very readily al- 
low, that, the Roman-Catholic Religion has ma- 
ny Abſurdities belonging to it,---in. which Num- 


ber the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation is not the 


leaſt:---Yer I muſt beg Leave to obſerve, that 
our Merchants and Manufacturers in Great- 
Britain would ſooner have tolerated: the ſpecula- 
tive Popiſh Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, than 
that reyes and Proteſtant one, which you have 

4 attempted 


Ys 
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f 0 to palm upon them in Americ: The 
Tranſubſtantiation 1 refer to, is tliat of turning 
Bits of Paper, worth nothing at all, into LEGAL 
Tenprns or Payment. And this Tranſmuta- 
tion, four of your preſent Republics, viz. Rhode- 
and and Providence Plantations, ' Connetlicut, 
the Maſſacluſets- Bay, and New-H ampſhire, paſſed 
Acts of Aſſembly to do. And-it is very plain, 
that the other Colonies would have done the fame, 
if they could. But the ritiſi Law (N. B. not any 
Law of Geo. III. but) of the 24th of Geo. II. 
Cap. 53, Anno 1751, put an End to theſe Ame- 
rican Fictions of Tranſubſtantiation. Therefore 
the Reader will from hence eaſily perceive the 
real Cauſe and Foundation of your great Wrath 
againſt the Parliament of Great- Britain for inter- 
fering with the Legiſlation of the Colonies. 
Bor as you have been pleaſed to ſelect the Si 
Cantons as a Proof of what you advance; alſo, 
as you intended (moſt probably) to propoſe them 
for a Model of an Union among your own newly: 
created Republics, I will crave your Permiſſion to 
make a few Obſervations on each of thoſe Points. 
Tnx Cantons in Switzerland, whoſe Govern- 
ments are elective, and where a Majority of the 
Feople, Poor as well as Rich, have the Privilege 
of voting, are chiefly, if J remember right, the 
ſmall Popiſi Cantons in the Mountains; whoſe 
Aſſemblies (in Proportion to their Numbers) are 
* if not Altogether, as tumultuous and diſ- 
Gi orderly, 


0 
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orderly, as ; our. parliamenteering Elections in 
London — MWieſtminſter. Fiſts and Clubs (for, I 


think, it is ſagaciouſly ordered, that no other 
Weapons mall be admitted into the public Aſ- 


ſemblies; and therefore I ſay, F iſts — Clubs) 
af: often uſed not only as the moſt perſuaſive, 


but as the moſt deciſive Arguments : Whereas | 


in the Proteſtant Cantons, eſpecially. in the Can- 


ton of Berne, the greateſt and moſt powerful 95 
all, it is quite the Reverſe. For there the Go- 


vernment is entirely Oligarchical, conſiſting of 


200 Perſons, choſen, or to be choſen, out of 


certain reſpectable Families: In the Choice of 


whom, the People have no Share whatever: Nei- 


ther have they the Liberty of the Preſs, nor 
dare they meddle with State Affairs, without the 


utmoſt Riſque and Danger. About 40 Years ago 


à Gentleman of the Pais du Vaud (a Province of 
Berne) attempted an Inſurrection, exactly on the 
ſame Principles, on which you have lately re- 
nounced the Authority and Juriſdiction of 
Creat- Britain. He entered Lauſanne, the Ca- 
pPital of the Pais du Vaud, at the Head of 3000 
Men. But in the Night his Troops were diſ- 
perſed by the Forces of Berne; and the next 
Md orning he loſt his Head. I ſay, he attempted 
a Revolt exa#ly on the ſame Principles which you 
no maintain. For as to any other Grievances, 
excepting thoſe: of not being repreſented, or of 
not having any Share 1 in the Legiſlature of their 
Country, 
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Country, the Subjects of Berne havec no juſt 
Complaint to make. They pay little or no 
Taxes: They have as much civil ſthoꝰ not po- 
Hitical| Liberty as any People need enjoy. They 
are likewiſe extremely populous, for the Extent 
of Country; and they are withal fo very rich, 
that it is no uncommon Thing for Peaſants or 
Farmers in that Country, to be worth from four, 
to fix, or eight thouſand Pounds Sterling: A 
Circumſtance this, which is not to be found'3 in 
any other Part of Europe, but in England. 
Moreover, they manufacture a great deal of 
good, ſtrong Linens; which, during the late 
War, were ſent down the Rhine to Rotterdam, 
and from Rotterdam to the Engliſh Colonies in 
America. How this contraband Trade came to 
be carried on, ſo much to our Detriment, dur- 
ing a Time, when we were bleeding at "_ 
Vein for your Sakes, you beſt can explain. 
Bor waving all that Why did you mention 
theſe People, whoſe Caſe in every Reſpect 
makes ſo ſtrongly againſt you? and what Mo- 
tives could you have for quoting ſuch Examples, 
where the Liberty is ſo much abuſed in the Popi/h 
Cantons, and where it is not ſufficiently enjoyed 
in the greateſt of the Proteſtant ones ?---For my 
Part, I can account for your Conduct only on one 
Principle: And Time muſt ſnew, whether my 
Conjectures are rightly founded. You certainly 
aa pop to ſer up yourſelves to be the reſpective 
Heads 
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Heads of theſe Republics; or rather you wiſh to 


continue in the Poſts you now enjoy, and to for- 
tify yourſelves in them more and more. There- 


fore! you know that a Time is coming, when 
you muſt endeavour to extinguiſh that fierce 


Flame, which you are now raiſing ; -when you 6 


muſt uſe every Artifice, and ſtrain every Nerve 
of Power to ſubdue, per fas aut nefas, that very 
Spirit, which you are now exciting even to Mad- 
neſs. A difficult Matter this! and you wilt 


find it ſo. However, I will allow, that one Way 
to obtain this End, is to be ready with popular 
Examples, no Matter whether true or falſe, pa- 
rallel in Circumſtances, or not; to be ready 


with them I ſay, to cite, as Occaſion ſhall offer. 
You know likewiſe, that during the Height of 
the Phrenſy, the People never reaſon, but be- 


lieve implicitly in their Leaders. Therefore, if 
you can make the good Americans believe, that 


in the Republics of Switzerland, eſpecially the 


Proteſtant ones, the People enjoy a moſt perfect 


Syſtem of Liberty; and conſequently that ſuch 
Republics ought to be propoſed as Models for 
them to copy after; then you think the Work 

is done. And indeed if theſe ſhort-ſighted 

Mortals ſhall truſt you with as much Power, as 


is neceſſary for eſtabliſhing ſuch Republics in 


America, you have little more to do than to 


laugh at their Credulity; A Circumſtance this! 
which 


E. 8 fL 


which is not uncommon. with Sonia} Pre” 4 
| feſſars, and popular Orators, both on your Side . 


of the Atlantic, and on ours. 


Bur ſtill; you have a farther Uſe to make of f 
the Swiſs Cantons. You ſay, They live in 
<« the utmoſt Peace and Concord one with ano- 4 


<& ther: And are thereby enabled ever ſince they 


* 


4 vindicated their Freedom, to defy and defeat 


* every Tyrant that has invaded them.” Now _ 


it is not ſtrictly true, that they live in the utmoſt 


Concord and Peace one with another. For they 


are almoſt all jealous of the growing Power and 
| Riches of the Canton of Bern; and theſe Jea- 


louſies have ſometimes broke out into a Kind of 
Civil War. K is 50 true, Nee was not 


1 eee ee en Scaly- 


ing Wars may ariſe from Cauſes, in which it 


cannot be ſo much as pretended, that Religion 


had any Concern: + And as to the Circumſtance 


that the Swiſs have always been able to reſiſt every 


Invader; it is well known, that their principal 


Security of late Years, both againſt foreign At- 


tacks and civil Diſcords, has been the reciprocal 


Intereſt, which all the great Powers of Europe 


have, that theſe little Governments ſhould re- 


main in Statu quo :---That is, that they ſhould 
neither be united under one Head among them- 


Roms nor be ** into Subjection by any one 


great 


DEDICATORY. XY. 
great foreign Power“, This, I ſay, has been, is, 


and will be Nahe Defence. In. their preſent 
ad il 5 RET they are uſeful to oF bur 
dangerous to none. : Whereas the Caſe would 
be vaſt] altered, were they to be united either 
by Conqueſts among ; themſelves, « or by the Con- 
quelt of ſome foreign Power. 

Now, Gentlemen, as this is the true State of 
the Caſe, ) you plainly ſee, that there is hardly « one 
Circumſtance in it parallel with yours. But 
« this you will ay is not material: The very 
« Name of the Swiſs Republics will ſerve. our 


" Purpoſe: And we look no farther.” — - Be it ſo. 
And may you ſoon become a as independent of us, c 


17 


are now very faithful Ak good Allies But, 
had they bei; our Colonies, I would not have 
anſwered, that they King have ſhewn equal 


F riendſhip and F ed Not that I think, 


E 173, ** Err 
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* The 8 are in Poſſeſſion of the Fortreſs of Hun- 
ningen on the Rhine, and of Fort Eclu/e on the Rhone; and 
therefore have the Keys of Sævitgerland at both Ends. They 

have alſo Franche Compte, which borders on ſeveral of the 
Cantons, and the County of Gex, which comes up to the 
Gates of Geneva, and joins to the Pais du Vaud; between 
which and Berne there is not a ſingle Fortreſs — 5 men- 
tioning to ſtop their Progreſs : And Berne itſelf is not a 
ſtrong Place. What then is the Security of Switzerlang, 
at leaſt of that Part of it, which is worth conquering ? 
Certainly not the mere Strength and Forces of the S 
themſelves, independently of the Aſſiſtance of other 
Powers. | 
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that they would ever have proce ceded! to the 
ſame Inſults and Outrages, bhick dinguiſh 
your Revolt. At preſent however there is very 
conſiderable Commerce carried on between us 
and them; fo that there is hardly a Town of 
Note in Switzerland, but abounds: with, Exgliſi 
Manufactures, eſpecially thoſe of the Birmingham 
and Toy-kind. Moreover, when our Agents 
come . for f reſh Orders, or to collect in their 
Debts, they are neither tarred nor. f2athered,.nor 
otherwiſe ill-uſed. in any Reſpect: But have 
ſpeedy. Juſtice done them, if they ſhould find it 
neceſſary to appeal to the civil Magiſtrate. And, 
Gentlemen, perhaps a Time is coming ik 
even you, after you have ſeparated from us, 
fer you will never do it before ;] — I ſay, when 
even you will behave better, and more juſtly 
towards us, than you now do: Nay, when you 
will be glad of, and thankful for that very Pro- 
tection and Aſſiſtance, which you now exclaim 
againft in Terms of Bitterneſs and Reproach. 
Bur before that Period can arrive, your new 
Republics muſt neceſſarily undergo many: Shocks 
if not Revolutions. Nor is it at all improbable, 
but that during theſe Convulſions ſome of you 
(the preſent Demagogues) will not be in the moſt 
deſireable Situations. Perhaps you will not find 
thoſe Sweets and Profits, or even thoſe Honours 
which you now expect. But as the preſent Scene 


= ou with more farrering Ideas, I am 
a content 
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Entent! that you ſhould deſpiſe and laugh at 
theſe Predlictiorm, as the fooliſh Reveries of an 


old Man. And indeed if you ſhould, this will 
not be the firſt Time, that my Declarations con- 


cerning whar would happen in America, have 
been, or ſhall be treated as an idle Dream. I 
foretold before the War broke out, that you 
would certainly ſet up for an Independency, if 


ve ſhould be ſo unfortunate, as to drive the Frenck 


from your back Settlements. The Event has 
ſhe wn chat my Conjettures were not ſo abſurd, and 
extravagant as then they were generally thought 
to be. However, I did not then bow the Knee 
to the Minierial Baals; but bore my Teſtimony 
againſt their Proceedings, as far as I was able: 


Nor am I now more diſpoſed to do Obeifance to 


the Baals ot Popularity. With theſe Sentiments, 
1 Hare: the Honour to be, Gentlemen 


1 our - moſt Jai humble Servant, 


: Giocksrxx, : J FUCEER 
e 205 1775 | 
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* "JEM Len fanifid fo Fi Alblar, 
thatfGentlemen. are defirous of complete- 

ing their Sets of his American Tracte, now 
"eight in Number, he has reprinted thit Fifth 
Tratt for their Accommodation. In ręſpect 
Fo the Piece ite, the Judicious Reader will 
readily perceive, that it was firfl publ. ſhed 
Some Time ago, when the Congreſs had not 
gone all thoſe Lengths, to which they after- 
wards proceeded. But even then, they were 
fo evidently in tlie Road to tlie preſent Re- 
bellion, that none but the wil! . blind, 
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could avoid feeing the Point th Nad e 
Aantiy i in Hen. 1 
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| DISTINCTLY SET FORTH, &c, 

15 VERY Event ſince the Publica: 
tion of my Scheme for a total 
d Separation from the Northern Co- 
b 7 lonies, has ſerved to prove, that 
"a ſuch a Meaſure is the only eli- 
gible one for the Mother Country to purſue. 
Conſequently, however ſtartled People were 
at firſt at the Novelty, and Boldneſs of 
- the Propoſition, yet, upon ſecond Thoughts 
B 2 and 
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and maturer Reflection, t e . be 
generally convinced, that it ie will be Abu . 
think of terminating the e Diſpute iti ang ot F. 
Way. Hence therefore, the (ooner Rich? 
Scheme is adopted, ſo much the Vetter; ill 
much as fewer Miſchiefs will enſue,” the ſmaller. 
will be the Exprhce of maintaining 'F lect{and 
Armies to no Purpoſe, the leſs Blood will be 
ſpilt: And I add likewiſe, as no unworthy 
Conſideration, the lefs 11 Blood will be OCCa-- 
boned... Yet geverthelcfs, as an Atta -hmene $6- 
old Opinions and favourite Notions is not ſoon. 
eradicated, many there are, who till think, 
% That reconciliatory Meaſures ought firſt to be 
„ted : Becauſe, ſay they, after all Rave 
failed, we can but come to a Separation at laſt. 
ce In the mean Time, let each Side drop ſome 
« part ef their Pretenſions; let ſomething be fa- 
« crificed by each for the. Sake of. Peace: And 
« then it is to be hoped;” when a Progreſs has 
0 been made thus far, ſome Scheme or other: 
* may happily be deviſed for compromiſing: 
the remaining Difficulties.” Or perhaps theſe 
< Pifferences may he found to be ſo inconſicde- 
< rabke, as not to be worth regarding.“ 

Tuls is certainly very good Advice, wy it 
can be toHowed. But the Misfortune is, that 
in the preſent Caſe, any Scheme for a Compro- 
miſe is abſolutely impracticable. And the Rea- 


ſon is, becauſe in all E mnt 
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- of is Ph no SV Ra, 6h ns Ae Fer She 
Claim of Right ON either Side muſt be univerſal, 

or there muſt be no Claim at all: And neither 
Party have it in their Power to recede a Titfle 
From their Pretenſions, without ſubverting the 
very F oundation. of their Claim to all the _ 

I am well aware, that an Aſſertion of this 
Nature will ſhock many Perſons: And there- 
Fore I;weuld not have ventured; to have pub- 

| Jiſhed 1 it, had I not-thoſe Reaſons to produce, 
; eh appear, t me at leaſt, to be very convinc- 
g if not ſelf evident. But whether they will 
p bees the ſame Effect on others, is beyond my. 
Province to determine. However, after the 
Pleas and Pretenſions, the Claims and Titles of 
| both Parties are fully ſet forth, and fairly ſtated, 

| every Reader will have the better Opportunity 


0 e for himfolf. 
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. The Pho of Right of the Hassee of 
.- Great-Britain 70 NS every: a al! 
_ the Britiſh Empire. 211 orie NE 3101. 


IN all Wonen there iſt Fn a | derdier Re⸗ 
fort, and a Ne plus ultra of ruling: Power. 

To ſuppoſe a Series of ruling Powers one above 
another, ad infinitum, is to ſuppoſe as great an 
Abſurdity as can be conceived. Therefore we 
muſt ſtop ſomewhere. Here in Great-Britain 
it is both the Law, and the Conſtitution of the 
Realm, and the Voice of Reaſon, that we ſhould 
ſtop at King, Lords, and Commons, when in 
Parliament aſſembled. Mr. Locks indeed ſeems 
to intimate, that the People, and not the Par- 
liament, are the dernier Reſort of. ruling Power. 
And what he expreſſed rather faintly, his Diſ- 
cCiples ſince, eſpecially Dr. PxIxs LV and the 
Americans, have dared to aſſert with i intempe- 
rate Zeal and great Vehemence. But, waving. 
for the preſent all other Objections to this re- 
publican Plan, it cannot be ſo much as pre- 
tended by the moſt furious Zealot for popular 
Authority, that this is, or ever was, the ordinary 
Procedure, the regular and ſtated Courſe of 
Tbings. And no Man in his Senſes will pre- 
tend to ſay, that the Laws and Edifts of Par- 
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lament are not binding, *till they have received 
the Sanction of ſome patriotic Club, or popular 


Aſſembly convened for that Purpoſe : =Or that 
Taxes ought not to be levied, fill the People 


Hall appear to be willing to pay tem. There- 
fore, the utmoſt which can be made of this Ap- 


peal to the People, is, that in deſperate Caſes, 


and on ſuch extraordinary Emergencies, as per- 
haps it is not prudent to preſuppoſe, or is not in 
the Power of Mortals to forſee, Mankind are 
not bound by any certain, known, or general 
Law, but mult find out, and apply the bet Re- 
medy the Caſe vill admit of, The wiſeſt and 
ſoundeſt of us all may he deprived of his 
Senſes by a Phrenzy in a Moment: And what 


may happen to one, may happen to many, — 


even to the whole Houſe of Commons, —nay, 


to Both Houſes of Parliament, — to the Prince 
e Throne, — and to all his Family : — What 


on th 
then is to be done in this ſuppoſeable Situation ? 


And would you be ſo mad yourſelf, as ſeriouſſy 


to prop oſe a Cure for theſe i imaginary Madmen, 
by making a Law, or attempting to provide a 
Remedy for this, and ſuch like poſſible Contin- 
Ire 8 Gy this 18 rather too much even 


— 
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Mr. Lock E's Theory of Government will be examined 


at ak large: in reference to theſe Points, and all others con- 


netted 1 with them, in a Tract : exproſaly for that Purpakee: . 
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for our modern Race of Politicians opelly to 
av] . And therefore the juſt Conchaſion is, 
that in a ſettled and regular Government, che 
Parliament, conſiſting of King, Lords, and 
Commons, is the dernier Reſort of ruling 
Power. This is certainly the general Rule; 
tho' like all others it may, and ſometimes muſt, 
admit of Exceptions in ſuch very extraordinary 
Caſes, as perhaps neither ought, nor could be 
provided for. A Man, when he has got his 
Eſtate accurately ſurveyed, and well mapped, 
thinks himſelf ſufficiently ſecure ;—notwith- _ 
ſtanding it is {till a poſſible Caſe, that this Eſ- 
ſtate may be ſhaken, torn to Pieces, and ſcat- 
tered aſunder by prodigious Earthquakes, or 
fome ſuch preter-· natural Convulſions. | 
Havi therefore advanced thus far, we are 
now to conſider, whether any Part of the widely 
diffuſed Britiſi Empire can be regularly ex- 
empted from the Authority and Juriſdiction of 
a Parliament, conſiſting of a King g, Lords, and 
Commons as above deſcribed "ry Or, in other 
Words, whether that Province can be a Part of 
the Britiſi Empire, which is not ſubject to the 
Britiſh Legiſlation? As to the King himſelf, 
there is no Doubt to be made, but that he may 
rule over other Realms or Provinces by different 
Titles, as well as over us. The Princes of the 
Houſe of STuarT were Kings of Scotland by one 
Title, and _ 1 — * e Pheſe 
L TWO 
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two; Kingdoms being altogether. independent; 
one of the other. King WIiLLiAam likewiſe,was 
Stadholder of Holland. King Grog is Elector 


of Hauer: But what is the Conſequence of 
all theſe Unions? Plainly this, that neither the 


Scotch; nor the Hellanders, nor the Hanoverians, 
notwithſtanding their being the Subjects of the 
fame Prince, . were ever reputed to be Eugliſi- 
en. For till Acts of Parliament were paſſed 
in Eugland, for naturalizing the Scotch, and ſimi- 
lar Laws enacted in Scotland for naturalizing the 
Engliſh, the two Nations were as much Aliens 
and Foreigners to each ther, as if they had 
been a thouſand Leagues aſunder. Moreover, 
as to the Hollanders and Hanover ians, they nei- 
ther were, nor are, a Jot the nearer to be inveſted 
with the Rights and Privileges of Eugliſi Sub- 
jets, than if they had been fo many. French, or 
Spaniards. They are ſtill Aliens, ſtill incapa- 
ble of enjoying any one Privilege or Immunity, 


any one Dignity or Honour, any one Office, 


Place, or Preferment peculiar to the Subjects 
of the Brit/h Empire. This Reaſoning is cer- 
tainly concluſive, if any Thing ever was: e 
more, it is Matter of Far. 

TO Facrs therefore we are now to AA 

for the remaining Part of this Argument. 

Or all the Pleas for Independence (if any 
Part of the Britiſi Dominions had a Right to ſet 
up * ee the laune which were ſo 


7. ve 3 ; : : at fully 
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artfully urged by the famous Mr. Wos bu 
(another Diſciple of Mr. Locx's) for the Inde. 
pendence of Ireland, ſeemed the moſt plauſible. 
And yet even thoſe amounted to noching, when 
examined to the Bottom. gie ft 18 59h 
Mr. Mol IxEUxs firſt Pretence was, that 8 
the Conqueſt of Ireland by HENRY II. and after 
the peaceable Ceſſion of it to him by twenty 
petty Princes of the Country; the Conqueror 
engaged on his Part, to grant to his new Sub- 
jects the Beneſir of being governed by 1 the ſame. 
Laws with his Engliſi Subjects, and of enjoying: 
2 diſtin Parliament of their w]: 
2dly. Trar a few Years after this e 
Contract, he made a Transfer or Donation of his 
newly acquired Kingdom to his youngeſt Son 
Jonn, then 2 Youth about 12 Years of Age: 
that this Grant was made at Oxford, during the 
fitting of a Parliament, without their being con- 
cerned in it as Parties thereto: Nay, that in 
Conſequence of this Donation, the new... ri/h 
King made divers Grants and Charters 10 his 
liege Subjects of Ireland : Z 7 
3dly. Trar during the Reign of the three 
EDWARDS, certain Lords, Knights, and Bur- 
| geſſes were ſent over from Ireland to repreſent 
that Kingdom in the Engliſh Parliament. 
Achly. Tnar there are judicial Pleadings 
ſtill upon Record, wherein it appears to have 


been mf Opinion 0 of ſome of the Engliſh Judges, 
R that 


PLEAS' AND ARGUMENT S. 27 | 
that the Engl; q Laws are not obligatory on the 
Inhabitants of Ireland, becauſe wy EVE a Par- 
liament of their own. | 
Tus Arguments have a ſpecious Appear: 
ance at firſt "ge: Bur let us examine their 
Contents: e 

Axpefſt, as to the pretended Stipulation, of 
—— Contract between the Conqueror and 
the Conquered : — Nothing can be gathered 
from what the Hiſtorians have ſaid about it 
(for if there ever was any Inſtrument of this 
Kind, it is now loſt) — I ſay, nothing can be 
gathered from it more than this, that the King 
promiſed to treat his new Subjects with great 
Lenity and Indulgence; that he would govern 
them by the ſame Laws by which his En ißt 
Subjects were governed; that both Nations 
ſhould be coafiderad: as one People ;—and that 
the 75/1 ſhould have a Parliament of their own, 
for the better Management of their own local, 
or provincial Cots K Power which is 
granted in Reality, tho? not by the expreſs 
Name of a Parliament, to almoſt every great 
Corporation within the King's Dominions : 
That is, a Power to make Laws for the better 
regulating their own Affairs, and for levy ying 
Taxes for particular Uſes ; but ſtill ſubordi- 
nate, Rill ſubje to the Coitroul of the ſas, 
[ng Leah of the whole Empire. 
SECONDLY, 
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"Szequpzy, as to the F act of the King's oY 
the his youngeſt Son, when only twelve Years 
of Age, King of Ireland, it is obſervable, that 
neither Hon RY himſelf, nor any of his Suc- 

ceſſors, for ſome hundreds of Years, appropriated 
to themſelves any higher Title than that of 
Lords of Ireland. It is therefore ſome what fin- 
gular, that the very firſt Lord of Ireland. ſhould 
aſſume a Power of creating a Title ſuperior to 
his own. And the beſt Way of accounting for 
fo whimſical a Conduct ſeems to be this: In 
thoſe Gothic Times, when the refined Pleaſures 
of Society were ill underſtood, the Princes, and 
the great Men were at Loſs for ſuitable Diver- 
oy for the Entertainment of their Gueſts at 
the three great Feſtivals of Chriftmas, Eaſter, 
and Whitſuntide. Sometimes they had Recourſe 
to Tilts and Tournaments; at other Times to 
| gaudy Proceſſions, ſome of them ſolemn and 
teligious, and others very ludicrous. But 

what ſeemed to be the moſt pleaſing of all 
both i in England and in France, becauſe the moſt 
mpous, and in which likewiſe all the great 
Families of both Kingdoms bore principal Parts 
or Characters, were Cox o NATIONS. Theſe 
therefore were frequently repeated by every 
Monarch at their great Feſtivals, and at the 
Meetings of their Parliaments. A And Hrngy 
Himſelf, who affected ſuch Rarce-Shews as little 


as my one, was crowned according to Rarix, 
þ Er, | three 


1 
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three Kerl Times. N. ay, he cauſed his eldeſt 
Son, and rlitn Heir a a) pparent, Prince Hzxnv, 
WH cr owned twice King of England, during his 
wn Life Tin me; but was far, very far, from 
ittlag ming, chat he had dethroned himſelf by 
125 Means, or even leſſened his own Autho- 
riry :- - Much lefs can it' be fuppoſed, that when 
] = entertained his Court and Parliament at Ox- 
ferd with the merry Coronation of a_mere Boy, 
| 1e e reſig igned the newly- conquered Kingdom 
Felind into the Hands of this raw unexpert- 
enced Youthz—or indeed that he conſtituted any 
other Perſons to be Truſtees of Guardians for 
kim, till he thould « come of Age. Nay, the 
contrary is fo very apparent, that we know from 
Hi ſtory,- — not only that King RicHaRD, Suc- 
ceſſor to King HexRy, paid no Manner of Re- 
ard £0.chis ! imaginary Donation, but alſo that 
Rente himſelf nick named this very titular 
King of Treland, Joux LackLand: An Appet- 
lation, which. could not have been given him 
with any Propriety, had he created kim abſo- 
turely and truly the Sovereign of a great Terri- 
tory, and made him independent of himſelf. 
All therefore that can poſſibly be inferred from 
fach a Ceremony, amounts to no more than 
this : That Joan was thereby conſtituted Viee- 
Roy, or Lord Lieutenant of Jreland; and that, 


when he went to reſide there, he was to act in 
that” 


% 
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that Capacity. Hence therefore: the. Vircüm- 
ſtance of his granting Charters ;+»which indeed 
all Lord Lieutenants have a Power to do, and 
which every great Baron in England did furmer- 
Iy; which Joan himſelf likewiſe did to the 
City of Briſtol, as Earl of Monz oπτπ]] But 
furely the City of Briſtol was never yet thought 
to be exempt from Pantene een 
ak Juriſdiction. h goon; 
-3dly. As to the Olrrumflanco oP: Londs: and 
Commons being ſent over from Ireland; to fit 
and vote in the Engl/h Parliament: This 
might be urged as a very Argument a- 
gainſt the Independence of the Iriſi Parliament; 
becauſe it is an irrefragable Proof, that an in- 
dependent Parliament did not then exiſt in 
Treland ;---and it might alſo ſerve to evince the 
| Expediency of an Union with that Kingdom, 
now. at a Time when the Roads are ſo much 
better, and the Paſſages by Sea ſo much eaſier, 
ſafer, and more regular than in former Times: 
But it can prove nothing elſe with any Proba- 
bility, or Shew of Reaſon. For the Fact is, 
that whether there were Deputies ſent over from 
Ireland to repreſent the Iriſi Nation or not, the 
Engliſh Parliament made Laws to bind that K. ing- 
| dom both, before they came,---at the Time of 
their coming. and after they ceaſed to come; 
n! 18, for the Space of EY of boo Years. 
| 175 03 8 © LaSTLY, 
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-n Laa8FLY( in Regard to ſome Pleadings in our 
own Courts of Judicature in Favour of the In- 
dependence of Ireland; there never was any 
formal Deciſion of this Nature; but only ſome 
Doubts ſtarted on particular Occaſions, and re- 
Ipecting particular Circumſtances, Nay, ſup- 
poſing even that there had been ſuch Deci- 
ſions, an Enghſ/h Parliament would hardly have 
thought, that their ſupreme Authority and Ju- 
riſdiction were to be limited, or circumſcribed 
in any Reſpect de the Deciſion of the Courts 

below. e 

TRHERETORE, to to return to 5 55 main Poing: 

The Fact, the indiſputable Fact, is, that ever 
ſince the Iriſi have enjoyed the Privilege of 
being regarded, not as Aliens and Foreigners 
( ſuch as Scotehmen formerly, Dutchmen of later 
Years,: and Hanoverians at preſent) but as na- 
tural-born Engliin Subjects, the Eugliſi Laws 
and Courts of Judicature have neceſſarily been 
paramount over the Iriſi. The Decrees of the 
King's-Bench in Ireland are ſubject to the Re- 
viſion of the King's Bench in England: And 
as to the Upper Houſe of Parliament in Ireland, 
the Lords have no Judicature at all; but all 
Appeals, and all Cauſes proper to be tried be- 
fore a Houle of Lords, muſt be tried in Eng- 
land. Nay, the very King of Ireland is no 
other, than that Prince, whom the Engliſi Na- 
tion an firſt appoint to rule over them. This 
Was 


. 
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was always the Caſe in every Conteſt abogt! the 
Eigh/h- Throne: For the Moment a Prince 
was acknowledged to be King of England; he 
became, ipſo fadlo, King of Ireland, withour 
any further Ceremony, Election, or Coronation. 
This therefore was particularly the Caſe at the 
Revolution: At which Period the Difference 
between Ireland, and Scotland, was very remark- 
able; inaſmuch as the Engliſi Parliament did 
not pretend to nominate a King and Queen for 
Scotland, though they did for Ireland in the 
Perſons of the Prince and Princeſs of Orange. 
And the ſame Caſe occurred again at the Ac- 
ceſſion of the preſent Royal Family; when the 
Triſh Parliament never preſumed to paſs any 
Act either of Settlement, ot of Recognition of 


the Title of the preſent reigning Houſe. And 


yer it would have been, nay, It actually Was 
High- Treaſon in a Native of /reland to have re- 
foſed the Acknowledgment of the Title of the 
Houſe of Hanover; notwithſtanding he might 
hzve pleaded, according to Mr. Lock's Princi- 
ples, that the Triſh Parliament had neither ele&- 
ed, nor recognized the Election of that Houſe. 
Nxxr to the Appointment of a Sovereign to 
rule over a Country, is the Power of raiſing Taxes 
on the Inhabitants. And this allo has been ex- 
erciſed (tho? very ſparingly) by the Engl. i Par- 
liament over Ireland. — The Truth is, this itlelf 
is an extraordinary Power, which never ought 
to 


| ——— but eee Cue | 
as require the Inter poſition of the ſupreme:Ee- 
| —— the Good and Intereſt of the whole. 
= all common Caſes; the local or pro- 
Parliament or Aſſembly ought to be ullowed: fo 
judge for itfelf, and to provide Supplies for its 
own! Wants. Now the particular Caſe? here 
referred toʒ in which the general Intereſt of the 
Empire was concerned, was that of the Poſtage 
of Letters; whereby Proviſion was made for 
opening Communications, and carrying on Cor- 
N of the widely ex- 
tended Britiſi Dominions; and therefore an 
At was paſſed in the Britiſi Parliament (after 
che Union with Scotland) for this moſt important 
Purpoſe. {See the gth of Queen Ax x, Cap. 10. 
Now, this general Act is the very Law, which 
eſtabliſnes and regulates all the Poſt- Offices 
erected, or to be erected, as well in Treland and 
Amerira, as in Great- Britain; which aſcertains 
o this very Day, the Rates due and payable 
for the Poſtage of Letters; and ſubjects every 
Contravenor or Oppoſer, both i in Ireland and in 
America,'to the ſame heavy Fines and Penalties, 
which are to be n on Offenders in et 
Britain. 
E eee as Mr. besen bon Boot, 4 in Fa- 
vour of the Independence of Ireland, had un- 
ſettled People's Minds, and created much Dil-' 
nce, che Parliament of Great Britain 
3 n thought 


* 
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4 
_ * thoright it nereffary vo he very explicieon:the 
Point, Ad o daftvft hält bereign Rights in 


the Arongeſt Terms, 'viz.—*Be it detlared by 
e the Kings moſtexce lent Majefty; by and with 
rl &c. that the ſaid Kingdom of Ireland 
hach been, is, and of Right dughit tõ be; ſub- 
"fl na e unto, und dependent upon, the impe- 
wy rial Crown of Great. Britain, as being inſe para- 
c hy united and annexed therrunto. And chat 
. *«<:the King's Majeſty, by and with the Advice 
and Conſent of the Lords ſpiritualand'rempo- 
© < ral, and Commons of Great-Britain'iniParlia- 
ment aſſembled, hath, had, and of Right ought 
do have, full Power and Authority to mae Laws 
and Statutes of ſufficient Force and Validity 
e to bind the People and Kingdom of Freland. 
Ap be it further declared and enacted by 
9 the Authority aforeſaid, that the: Houſe of 
Lords of Ireland have not, nor of Rigl 
< ought to have, any Juriſdiction te judge of, 
ct affirm, or 3 any Judgment, Sentence, 
85 or Decree, given or made in am Court 
- * within the ſaid Kingdom: And that all Pro- 
dings before the-faid Houſe of Lords upon 
any Judgment, Sentence, or Deeree are, and 
are hereby declared to be, utterly nulb and 
void to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever.” 
| Sexo Gab Cap. S mig 
Tus Diſſertation relative to the Plea for the 
a Independence f W it muſt; be owned, 
20183 3 | has 


i | 11 
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has rather been 4 long one: But ſurely it Can- 
mot be eſteemed + Digreſſion; for I defy the 
Warmeſt, and the ableſt Advocate, chat ever 
appeared for M ail. America, to produce any 
Arguments half ſo plauſible for the Indepen- 


dence of the Colonies; as thoſe which Mr. Mo- 


An EVR had formerly adduced for the Indepen- 
ence: of Ireland; which yet, I hope, have 


received a thorough Confutation. In ſhort, be- 


gin where you will, and you will find, that the 
 \North- American legal and hiſtorical Plea is in- 
finitely inferior to the Iii. There never was 


any Stipulation entered into between the Con- 


- querors and the Con quered in North- America: 
Never any pretended: Transfer of the Sove- 
reignty of the Country to other Hands: Never 
any Charters given, which even did pretend to 
exempt the Colonies from the Legiſlature of the 
"Brit Empire :---Bur, on the contrary, the 
very Charter of Pen/ilvania, where the Congreſs 
was ſ% lately held, declared and maintained 
the Parliament's Right of Taxation in expreſs 
Terms. Moreover, there were never any Lands 
ſeized or poſſeſſed by the firſt Settlers or Ad- 
venturers on any other Conditions, or in Con- 
fequence of any other Deed, Grant, or Title, 


than thoſe which explicitly acknowledged the 


Supremacy of the Engliſh Crown. And laſtly, 
there is not one Inſtance to be produced of o 
much as a Doubt in any of our Courts of Judi- 


2» 
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cature, "that America was not bound by Engliſh 
Acts of Parliament - provided tfiol& Acts re- 
lated to, and particularly mentioned, the Plan- 
tations, or Colonies of America.” On Hen: 
. trary, as ſoon as ever it was perceived, *Xhar-the 
Seeds of Diſobedience were beginning to ſprout 
up in America, Laws were made from Time to 
Time to weed them out, and to maintain the Au- 
thority and Juriſdiction of the Parent: State. 
This may be traced from fo early a Period as 
the Reign of King WII L IAM, when the Colo- 
nies were hardly emerged from their Infant- 
State; yet as ſome Symptoms of a rebellious 
Diſpoſition began even then to appear, an ex- 
preſs Law was made to deſtroy every Pretence, 
and to obviate every future Subterfuge, which 
could poſſibly | be invented, for aſſerting the In- 
dependence of the Colonies. And as this fa- 
mous Law was made, not in theſe vile degene- 
rate Times, when (according to modern Phraſe) 
our Liberties lie bleeding, and all our Fran- 
chiſes are at their Jaſt Gaſp. but in the patriotic 
Days of our glorious Defender King WILTTAu; 
andi as this Act of Parliament is the moſt effec- 
tual, and legal Confutation of the wild Preten- 
ſions, and exorbitant Claims of the preſent Con- 
greſs, that can be imagined, inaſmuch as it 
was made above 70 Years before theſe Repub- 
lican Meetings were in being; l ſhall there- 
fore JAN It once mere N85 1 have mentloned 
1. . ir 
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it twice already in the preceding Trades. « Be - 
Lit further enacted, and declared by the Au- 5 
< thority aforeſaid, that all. Laws, Bye-Laus, 
Uſages or Cuſtoms at this Time, or which | 
fHEREAE DER: hall be. i in Practice, or endea- 


E voured, or pretended to be in Force or Prac- 


1 tice in any of the ſaid Flantations, which are 
ec, ind any wiſe repugnant to the before menti- 


$6 oned Laws, or any of them, fo. far as they 
0 relate to the ſaid Plantations, or any of 


them, or which are any wiſe repugnant to this 
< preſent Act, or to ANY OTHER Law HERE- 


« AFTER, T0 BE MADE IN THIS Kinopom, ſo 
« far as ſuch Law ſhall relate-to and mention 
| « the ſaid Plantations, are ILLEGAL, NULL, AND 
% vor 0 ALL INTENTS. AND PURPOSES WHAT= 
4 SOEVER. Ile, Tr and 8. of Wen III, 


Cap. 7. § 9. ] 


Now, as this Sue of Wining the Third 


evidently undertakes to juſtify the Conſtitutional 


Right of Parliament to make Laws to bind the 


Colonies eit neceſſarily follows, that, if the 


late Stamp · Act, and every other Act of Gon 


the Third now complained of, were really and 


truly no better than Uſ/urpations, this original 


Law, which. pretended to authorize them, 


ought to have borne the greateſt Blame: — And 


* the American Grievances will be found to 
be of much older Date chan the Americans them- 
ſelves, for certain Reaſons, are willing to ac- 

E knowledge. 


s 
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ge. For; in Fact; if the heavy © | 
of Vlatpation, :now brought againſt the Mother 
Oountry, is well founded; — King WILEIAM 
and his Parliament were the prior Uſurpets, 
and the greateſt Invaders of the Colony-Rights: 
ä Aer the worſt, which can be faid againſt the 
preſent Legiſlature, with any Colour of Reaſon, 
or Shew of Truth, is only this: — That in mak- 
ing the Stamp and other Acts of the preſent 
Reign, they too implicitly followed the bad: 
Example which had been ſet before them. Bur 
if the Charge was not brought againſt King 
William and his Parliament for what they 
did; it is impoſſible that it could be brought, 
With any Confitence, againſt the preſent Govern- 
ment, who have done nothing more, ban cad 
| im their Steps, and following their Deciſion- 
Howzver, we will teadily allow, that bad 

| 0 may be made by righifal Governors, as 
1 well as by Uſurpers: And therefore another 
Queſtion comes here to be. diſcuſſed, viz. 
5 Were thoſe Colony Laws, lately made by our 
Parliament, — were they, 1 ſay, good or bad 
in their on Nature : And particularly it may 
be aſked Wen the 15 e Act (as being a 
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el Th Wente the Stamp. Act, as being the 
: e or pretended Cauſe of all the preſent Piſturbanees. 
But no'Man Hing can be 0 _ as 0 believe, that it 

| s was 
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K ouchſtone for all the reft) was it ſuch 
blot to be branded with the Epithets of 
cruel, ; yranuical, and oppreſſive, — had it been 
made; by: thoſe: Legiſlators, who. had the Right 
and juſt amen of: 1 Laus for the . 
mieser iu 5 * 

Now to 8 Fry Queſtions;a we e mill: here 
_ briefly: remark, that this Tax had every Quality 
belonging to it, which could have denominated 
it reaſonable and unemceptionable, reſpecting either 
tke Sum or Quantum to be- raiſed, — or the 
Moue of raiſing it,. — or the es: to which i e 
was to be applied. KP 
Ax firſt as to 155 Sins The Sum i in- 

| tended! to be raiſed, was only a Part, and a ſmall 
Part too, of the very ſame Tax, which we had 
begun to Jay on ourſelves, and then had greatly 
augmented for the Benefit and Protection of 
theſe very Colonies. — So that in this Inſtance, 
erage c_ e old have been no enn * 


A LY 
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2 the true one. The real and true Cauſe was 5 the driving 


of che French from Canada; and the other was only the Oc- 


3220 77 Had the French Government ſtill ſubſiſted in that 
-ountry there would have been no Congreſſes aſſembled in | 
our Colonies to diſpute the Rights and Authority of Great 
775 Hain. But when the Colonies became in fact independent, 
dugh our Means, it was idle to expect, that they would 
long want an Opportunity of declaring their Independence: 
3 tho? the Stamp Act had never exiſted, it would have 
been eaſy to have found out ſome other Pretence, to have 
anſwered the ſame end. For when people are ripe and pre- 
diſpoſed; any Thing, and, every Thing will then ferve for a 
vi GG: to do hat, which they have a Mind to dh. _ | 
; 24 > thoſe 


— 


—— —ꝛů— — — 


. * „ 0 


. PLE SS AND ARGUMENTS 
9206 Clawours, ia indyſtrigaly bebe 


Americans abroad, and the Mock:Patriats as: 
5 that the Parliament had laid. Tanes on the 


Colonies, in which the Inhabitants of Gragt>Bri-/' 
tain bore no Part: F. or the latter not only: hore 
a much greater Proportion of the ſame Lax 


chan the Colonies; but alſo ſubmitted to ve. 
al Augmentations of it for the Defence and 


Protection ef Amen, l 10) t lab 2 Kb 


Ax»: 2dly,. as to the Mode of raiſing this 


Tax: Were all poſſible Modes to be examined, 
and. « comp 
appears to be one of the beſt and moſt unerceꝑ· 
tionable, which the, wit of Man can deviſe; in- 
; aſmuch as it approaches to a voluntary Tax much 


a ed together, this of a Stamp- Duty 


nearer than any other. In fact, it neither op- 


preſſes the Poor, nor impoyeriſhes the Rich; 


it multiplies Officers or. Collectors che leaſt of. 
any; It cauſes no forceable Entries, into Peo- 


-ple's Houſes : Nor is there any Need of uſing o 
Violence i in collecting it: And. in ſhort, it, doth 55 
not endanger Liberty, nor render Property leſs 7 
ſecure than they would otherwiſe have been, in 


any Reſpect whatever. Nay, ſo far from _ 


that in the Courſe of its Operation, i it often de- [+ 


$3 2 4: # 


becomes che BL & Simpliciy, Havel, | 5 
; and Fair: dealing. dae oF | 


La STL, as to the e e 8 ot | 
Tax . the Sums _— ring, 5 
. 


£ 


EI Aub Ad At ri a ar” 
ſolely to de app plied for the Uſe of Auer ita, and 
not of Crit Brlfain And i in regard even to 

America, the Money was not to be apptopriatec 


for the private Uſe of any particular Province: 


For Had chat been the Caſe, it certainly would 
havel been more prudent in the Parliament to 
have permitted that particular Province to have 
raiſed ite oα, 'Taxes for its own Uſes: But this 
Tax was deſtined for the Good and Protection of 


the whole American Empire, both in the Iſlands, 2 
and on the Continent. And therefore the very 
N atufe of the Caſe rendered it exceedingly pro- : 
per for the ſupreme Legiſlature to take upon it- 
ſelf rhe Cognizance of the Matter, according to 
the former Example of a Poſt-Tax in the Reign 
of Queen Ayn. [See gth of Q. Axx, Cap. 10. 
It was right ſo to do, both in order to regulate . 
and direct the whole for the public Gl and bo 
alſo to apportion out, what each Colony ought | 
to contribute thereunto : Which Partition theſe 
digjointed Governments, with their diſcordant 


ing e WAN never r have ſertled among them- 
ſelves. ah 


In ſhort, and to fad up all, it is generally 
allowed on all Sides, by Americans as well * 
others, that had the provincial Governments 
themſelves agreed together to have laid on ſuch 
a Stamp Duty, as the Briti/h Legiſlature did lay 


on, it would not, it could not, Have been deemed 


exceſſive and immoderate as to the Quantum, e 
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Sum to be raifed, ---nor unjuſt, partial, or op- 
preflive as to the Mode nor yet uiviſe, unne- 
ceflary, or dangerous in reſpect to the Applica- 
nion of it. So that the whole Oppoſition made 
to it, from firſt to laſt, is reſolvable into one 
fingle Point, viz. The Powers which laid it on, 
had no Right ſo to do; they were Uu 
But alas! if they were Uſurpers, it muſt neve 


rily follow, that all former Exgliſi Lepiſhoits | 


were Uſarpers likewiſe:---For- they all made 
Laus to bind the Colonies : They all ima 
gined, that they were the ſupreme Legiſlature 
of the Empire, which therefore was to govern 
and controul the whole: They all acted. as if 
every ather Branch of Legiflation was wholly 
and folely derived from them, and therefore 
2 not be but e nad mou ROPE to 


Is . theſe vi and . Prin- 


e are now fatly denied by the Colonies : 


Let us therefore fee, what they have to ſay in 


ſo extraordinary a Caſe, and how _ _—_— 
0 wuncate. har ene ede Alb 


SECTION; 
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1 7 . 9 5 255 755 Colonies in aber 
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N. cokitn to as Ani of Hh 
tiality in this Caſe, I will ſtate the American 


— Words of the Americans them- 
ſelves, convened together in their eelebrated 


3 at unn By * ds it is to be 


n, e dextris 
Dif ba. int, etiam his de ous fuiſſent. 


Fam) Words s are enen — * The good l Bows 


D of the ſeveral Colonies of New Hampſhire, 
' Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode-1ſland and Providence 


Plantations, Connecticut, Nero York, New-Ferſey, 
Pennſylvania, Newcaſtle, Kent and Suſſex on De- 
' laware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, and 
Soul- Carolina, juſtly alarmed at the arbitrary 
Proceedings of Parliament and Adminiſtration, 
have ſeverally elected, conſtituted, and appointed 
Deputies to meet and ſit in general Congreſs 
in the City of Philadelphia, in order to obtain 
ſuch Eſtabliſhment, as that their Religion, Laws, 
and Liberties may not be ſubverted: Where- 
upon the Deputies ſo appointed being now aſ- 
. F — a a full and free Repreſentation of 


IOIT 342 our 


» 


. 


t 5 

Conſideration the beſt Meats of attaining the 

Ends aforeſaid, do in the firſt Plact, 25 20 N 
9 


men their Anceſtors, in like Caſes, 8 ually 


done, for aſſerting and Vindicating their Rights 
and Liberties, DECLARE, . e ee 

Tnar the Inhabitants ＋ the Engliſh Colo: 
nies in North. America, by the immutable Laws of 
Nature, the Principles of the Fat -onltiry- 
tion, and the ſeyeral C harters or . 
have the following Richrs — WY; 2 Fo 1 


3 's 148g. 


8 Je nem. con. That they, are enti- 


PP» % +Y Þ 


THIF! - Colonies, 818 7 int a kae Ter- W. e 


hes have never ceded t to, any. ſovereign Power 
whatever, a Right to e of . without 
their Conſent. n ev + JG ore 
** Reſolved, . nem. can. „ NN That our Apps. ; 
who firſt ſettled theſe Colonies, were at the Time 
of their Emigration from the Mother Country, 
entitled to all the Rights, Liberties, and Im- 
munities of free and ae deu Subjects the 
in the Realm of England. „ Nee JN ©, 
.< Reſolved, nem. con. . That boy fr uch Emi * 
gration they by no Means, "forfeited, ſurrendered, 
or loſt any of thoſe Rights, but that they were, 

and their Deſcendants now are, entitled to the 
Exerciſe and Enjoyment of all ſuch of them as 
their local, and other nnen — 


. enjoy. . STI i 0 219 
Aha. 


2 Wee 


Nee oed, 5 „That the Sona of Fe 
th i DET rty, a and of all free Government, id 
Right iu the Fer to participate in their Legiſſa- 
tive en 8 And as the Engliſh Coloniſts are not 
. repre, ſented, and from their local and other Circum- 
ae cannot properly be repreſented in the Britiſſi 
| Parliament, they are entitled to a free and excluſroe 
Toe, of Legiſlation, in their ſeveral provincial 
E gillatures, where their Right of Repreſenta- 
ad can alone be preſerved, in all Caſes of Tax - 
ation and internal Polity, ſubject only to the 

| Negative of their Sovereign, i in ſuch Manner as 
has been heretofore uſed and accuſtomed: But 
RO THE Nrcxssrry OF THE Casx, AND A Rx- 
ARP ro THE MUTUAL InTERESTS OF BOTH 
CounTR1Es, we chearfully consexT to the Ope- 
ration of ſuch Acts of the Britiſh Parliament, 
as are Bona [fide reſtrained to the Regulation of 
our external Commerce, for the Purpoſe of ſe- 
f curing the commercial Advantages of the whole 
Empire to the Mother Country, and the com- 
mercial Benefits of its reſpective Members, ex- 
cluding every Idea of Taxation internal or external, 
for 'raifing a Revenue on the Subjetis in RO 
WITHOUT THEIR ConsenT. | 
e Reſolved, nem. con. 5. That the reſpedive 5 
Colonies! are entitled to the common Law of 
England, and more eſpecially to the great ad 
ineſtimable Privilege of their being tried by the 
Peers of the Vicinage, according to the Courſe 
of ches Law. | _ & Reſolved, 


8. 
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Reſolved, 6. That they a cg 1 00 he 
Benefit of ſuch of the Engliſh tteſtes/agexiſt- 
ed at the Time of their Colonization; and which 
hey have, by Experience, reſpectiveliy found to 
be 3 to their en, Jotal, Anti other 
* | ine ee rd lb v. 
* Reſolved; nem. con. 7. That theſe, his Ma- 
jeſty's Colonies, are likewiſe entitled to all the 
Immunities and Privileges granted and confirmed 
to them by royal Charters, or ſecured by Weir 
ſeveral Codes of provincial Laws. 1 
% 'Reſolved, nem. con. 8. That they have a 
Right peaceably to aſſemble, conſider of their 
Grievances, and petition the King; and that all 
Proſecutions, prohibitory Proclamations, and 
"Commitments: for the ſame, are illegal. — 
* Reſotved, nem. con. 9. That the keeping a 
ſtanding Army in theſe Colonies, in Times of | 
Peace, without the Conſent of the Legiſlature 
-of that Colony in which ſuch Army is kept, is 
againſt Law. 
« Reſolved, nem. con. 10. It is indifpenſably 
neceſſary to good Government, and rendered 
* eſſential by the Engliſi Conſtitution, that the 
conſtituent Branches of the Legiſlature be inde- 
pendent of each other; that, therefore the Ex- 
Freiſe of legiſlative Power in the ſeveral Colonies, | 
Þy a Council appointed, during. Pleaſure, by the 
Crown, is unconſtitutional, dangerous, and de- 
ſtructive to the F reedom of American Legilla- | 
Nen. ? e 
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4:17 G3 which, the aforeſaid De- | 
; ves, and their Conſti- 
and inſiſt on, as their 
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. 6 hen. Pla of the lie 1 State, 


and of. the Colonies examined, and com- 
+ pared Together : And tlie . an 6 7 
* their making any mutual Conceſſi 


© Ghent with their THOR: 88 "Ol 0 A 5 
proved and demonſtrated. Z 5 


E firſt Thing oblerveatie in this S ee 
verſy is, that there is no common Prin- 
- pls to reſt upon, no common Medium to ap- 
peal to: The Coloniſts reaſon principally from 
- what they-apprehend ought originally to be the 
Caſe,---to what in future ſhall, or muſt be: 
And the Mother Country from what actually 
was, to what ſtill ought to be. Or in other 
Words, the Parent- State grounds her preſent 
Claim of Authority and ieee over the 
Colonies on Facts and Precedents, and on what 
was actually the State of Things at the firſt 
Settlement of theſe Colonies, and during the 
whole Courſe of their Growth and Progreſs 
ever ſince, adding withal, that in every State 

or Commonwealth antient or modern, legal 
Protection neceſſarily infers the Duty of legal 
Obedience, and that there muſt be in every 
Government a dernier Reſort, and a Ne plus altra 
of ruling Power. On the other Hand, thè Co- 
_ lonifts, who are all the Diſciples of Mr. Lock, 
ne | — 
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| Recour They call ni 
Truths — abſtract 9, 53 3 and eternal 
Jes of Things, . and in ſhort to ſuch Rights 


| 2 Nature, W they ſuppoſe to be al- uſe 


enable and ingefeaſible. , Former Laws and? re- 
cedents catry little or no Conviction to People, 
Who argue after this Manner: And therefore 
they are ſeldom or never mentioned by the 
Anericans: For all theſe, they well Know, 
would F ſurely make againſt them. And as to 
any Claims to be derived from regal Charters, 
they are not inſiſted upon as THE Main PILLARS 
of the American Cauſe, Indeed, if they were, 
ee muſt n 5 Courſe; ONE 
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4s ” Dr. e Pie e eee. 4 
Licans, expreſsly excepts againſt our having Recourſe to any 
ſuch Topics as theſe. His Words are curious: Lawyers, 
om he, who are governed by Rules and Precedents, are 
1 41 7 apt to fall inta Miſtakes, in determining what is 
% gelt and lav in Caſes, which are, in their own Na- 
ce ture, prior to any-fixt Law-or Precedent.” I See his 
5 Trac on Political er Page 26.] Lawyers therefore 
are no proper Judges of he w and Conftitution of the 
5 ies To what'a Paſs are Times now come! 
. In Crouch's Book of Rates, Edit. 1757s there are enu- 
merated, under the Article Plantations in the Index, from 
: Page 5 75 to Page 557, no leſs than Ninety Clauſes, or Ex- 
tracts from Acts of Parliament, for governing and con- 
trouling the ſubordinate Legiſlatures of the Colonies, for 
regulating their Police, and reftraining their Trade; alſo 
for diſpenſing with the Trials by Juries in contraband 
| Cauſes, and for appointing other Modes of Trial; --and 
laſtly for laying on Daties and Taxes of various Kinds. 
Moreover it is obſervable, that every one of the Acts there 
mentioned, was prior to the preſent Reign. And had Mr. 
Crouch's Subject led him to it, he might have mentioned 
| twice as — ow. 


u” 


every 


ks ; 


8 every. Charter granted, ſolely b 


KK 


never be reconciled, or adjuſted;—' 
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4. che King, muſt; 
in the very Nature of Things; be ſubordinate:to 
the ſupreme Legiſlature / both of King and Par- 
liament.] But theſe Claims, pretended to be 
derived from Charters, are quated;onlyiby:rhe 
bye, as a Kind of ſupernumerary Proof, and as a 
Sort of analogical. Reaſoning, fat only for thoſe, 
whole weak. Minds cannot: n of 
a ſuperior Strength and Quality. 199090 
Hxxcx therefore it is plain ee that 
there can be no Grounds. for a Compromiſe. of 


f Differences, between theſe two, contending Par- 
ties; for they hold nothing in common to ſtand 
upon: So that either Side muſt maintain the 


whole of its Claim, or wholly recede from it. 


Fou are either Subjects, or not Subjects, ſays 
the Engliſi man to the American; for there is 
no Medium between Dependence and Inde- 
8. «-pendence.”- Mae ere not ſubject to the Eng- 
If Genernment. in any Reſpect, againſt our own 


free Cl vice, and voluntary Conſent, ſays the Ame- 


rican: Ant you are Uſurp ers in every Attempt: You 
malte to deprive us of this innate, inherent, and 


unalienable Liberty te- Therefore, fays the im- 


partial Bye- Stander, if there be ho Medium 
between Dependence and Independence, be- 


tween Uſurpation and a lawful Authority, 
it neceſſarity follows, that your Differences can 
And you 


will have no other Choice, but either ov 8 1891 
; n to PP peaceably, 2% UE: 
Bor 


*. (EA 
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Bor, 29dly. „We will ſuppoſe e 

Sake and hetauſe ſuch a Scheme has been pub- 
nely recommended we will ſuppoſe; I ſay, 
that ſome Well. wiſher to both Countries, of a 
better Heart, than Head, ſhould propoſe a Plan 
of Reconeiliation after the following Manner. 
Lr Ortat Britain allow the Colonies the 
«ſole Right of taxing themſelves : And on the 
ce other Hand, Jet the Colonies allow to Great. 
Britain the · excluſive Right of regulating their 
© external Commerce: And then the antient 
Harmony between them will be r and . 
all will be Peace again!“ ung 

T RESsE Words, it muſt betovinied, look fair as 

firms they go: But they are fallacious even at 
firſt ſetting out. For there is a palpable Decep- 
tion in the very Terms here made uſe of, alloto 
nne Right; which Fallacy is eaſily diſcovered by 
ſubftituting other Words in their Stead. For 
Example, Let Great. Britain renounce the Right 
of taxing the Amprirans without their own Con- 
ſents And then the Americans will, — what? 
Renounce the Right of regulating their own 
Commerce? No, by no Means: The Americans 
will never make any ſuch Renunciation. Indeed 
they ſay, they cannot: And they ſay truly, on 
their Principles. For if ſuch a Right be founded, 
as they expreſsly declare it is, in the immutable 
Laws of Nature, if it be unalienable, unalterable, 
and indefeaſible, it is impoſſible to renounce it: 
And rer Atrempt at this Sort muſt be judged 
1778 2922 fooliſh 
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fooliſh and prepoſterous, null and voi Na iy, 
the utwoſt which can be expected from them, 


accbrding to this Hy potheſis, is what they de- 


Aare in cheir 4th, Reſolve, Page gg they are 


ready to do, viz. hat from tlie NVrerſity bfi the 


« Caſe, and a Regard to the mutual Intereſts of 
both Countries, they will cheerfully co SEN T 

« to the Operation of fuch Acts of Parliament, 
« as are Bona fide. reftreined. 40 the. Regulation of 
« their. external Commerce. So that here vou 
plainly ſee, they ſtill maintain their Right, and 
the Interpretation of that Right ; only con- 
ſenting to ſuſpend the Exerciſe of it for the pre- 
Jent;---on Condition nevertheleſs, that ſuch an 
'Uſe ſhall be made of this Conceſſion as they ſhall 


approve. of. In ſhort, it is evident according 


to their Ideas, that were you to allow them the 
ſole Right of taxing themſelves, you would 


grant them---Nothing Nothing, but whit 


they had a prior, and even an INDEFEASIBLE 


Right to enjoy, whether you granted it them 


or not; but which you had from the Begin - 


ning very injuriouſiy attempted to rob them of. 
Whereas, were they to allow you the Privilege 


of making Acts to regulate their Commerce ei- 
ther by Land or Sea, they would thereby grant 


vou a Favour, to which of yourſelves you had not 
the leaſt Claim or Pretention. And conſequently 
as this Permiſſion would always remain a mere 
Act of Grace and Favour on their Part, there 


would nile . ene nean Right | 


of D 
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f Rmiting, circumſeribing, and of interpreting 
i; it whac Manner they thougfit proper; and at 
laſt of totally withdrawing it, when they believec 
it tobe abuſed or perverted to their Prejudice. 
MoxkowER, 30. Granting even that Great. 
Britain was ſo ill adviſed; as to enter into à 
Compact Wick the Colonies, on theſe diſhonour- 
able and diſadvantageous Terms; grafting, 1 
ay, that we truſtedzto # Treaty; which the Aub 
ricuns themſelves declare aforchatid" to be bind 
ing only during” Wilk and — "anc which 
cannot poſſibly bind their” Poſteriry, ſtill it is 
to be enquired, what Effects Nob this ſeeing 
Comptomite have upon the Colonies? Woutd 
it reſtore Peace? Would it produce à cordial 
Reconciliation? No, by no Means: I aſſert 
this with the leſs Heſitation, becauſe” T hade 
proved: already [ſce Page '1.51—157 of Tract 
IV. j and can prove ſtill more abundantly, that 
the Act of Navigation of CRARLEs II. and every 
other ancient Law for reſtraining, and monopo- 
lizing' the Commerce of the Plantations, never 
did produce thoſe deſireable Effecks of Harmo- 
ny and Unanimity, which are now confidently 
aſcribed to them. On the contrary, the real Fact 

was, aul it is natural it ſhould be ſo, that theſe co- 
ercive Laws were always regarded; as the never- 
failing Source of Diſcord and Diſſention between 
the two Countries. Indeed the Truth, the un- 
deniable Truth is, that the Colonies engaged, 
- from the: very firſt Period of their Exiſtence, in 
0 | D 1 — all 
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| all; Sorts: of 1CONtT aband- Trades; which they 
could practiſe with. Impunity, or which r 

could air a with any Proſpect of Prufit. 


And ir 48- aftpaihing,: that any of heir Advo- 
0 ly chaſe of a ſacred (hat aer, ſnouid 
de vg eum themſelves (for We dare not 
ſuppaſe;: that they would willingly and deſign- 


edly miſlead others) Hayy it is really aſconithing, 


that they could be ſo ignorant of theſe notorious 


Facts, as even to inſinuate the contrary. But 


ſince it has ſo happene l we muſt now obſerve 
once for all, that it appears from the very Sta- 
tutes of che Realm, that the Coloniſts never 
made it a Scruple of Conſcience to import from 
prohibited, Places, and to expo to them any 
Article of Commerce, which they thoughpabey 
could either buy, or fell to Advantage. Hende 


therefare mutual Complaints aroſe from the very 
Beginning; thefe encreaſed and multiplied every 


Day, in Proportion as the Trade! extended. 
And at laſt the Coloniſts not only eluded: the 
Vigilance, but frequently outbraved the legal 
Power; of the Mother - Country. This made it 
neceſſary for the Engliſi Legiſlature to enact 
new Laws from Time to Time in order to 
ſtrengthen and enforce the old ones, and to pre- 

vent the Increaſe of theſe. Evils as much as 
paſſible. And it is very obſervable, that there 


is one general Principle, {which runs throughout 


all theſe; Laws, and diffuſes and expands itſelf 


the 


* 
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the Caſe vz. That 4 Jury of American Sm 
DVlers wus mot ito be truſteu in the Condemnation” of . 


4 Brather-Smngpler. Hence therefore every new 
Labwencreaſed, and extended the Power of mak - 
—_— Option, granted to the Revenue-Officers, 


of proſecuting. the Offe 


the Plantations.— or indeed by a Jury im any 


other Plantation, if ſufficiently diſtant from the 
Spot, where the Fact was committed. So thar, 
in ſhort, the diſmal Outery now raiſed by the 


Congreſs, of having the Rights of Exgliſumen 
taken from them, viz. the Right of being tried 


by a Jury of the Vicinage. as if it was the mo- 


dern Invention of a profligate Miniſtry, and a 
corrupt Parliament, is a Grievance, if it be a 


Grievance, of UPWARDS OF AN HUNDRED YEARS: 


STANDING, {ſce particularly 22d and 23d of 
C. II. Cap. 26. $ 12 and 13.—alfo, 25th of 


Cell. de 7.— 5 7th and 8h of Vans III. 


_ 7, F. 7.] | 

Nou, if the eee were thus hd in theic 
Duty towards their Mother Country, during 
their Infant- State, and before they had Tearnt 
even to liſp. the high-ſounding Words, immutable 
Laws of Nature, - unalienable Rights,--and ſelf- 
evident Propoſitions, what are we to expect at 
preſent, when they have added all the Principles 
of Reſiſtance and Revolt to their former diſobe- 
dient Practices; and when they are become; 


wg through Motives of Conſcience, the deter- 
5115 mined 
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q ders either in England, 
or- in Ireland, or in the Courts of Admiralty in 
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tion of Great. Britain ? =I aſk therefore, | .C at 
any Mortal be ſo ſtupid, as to believe, 2 


vourable to the Englih Plea of an 


mined 3 af 4 92 and To 


#can Fury will; for the future, ber more fi 


[Right to, and a Monopoly of their Com mere 


than their Juries were in former Times }---And 


: * 23 


What a Farce would it be, to attempt to. bring 
ſuch a Cauſe as this before an American Judica- 
ture, according to the Sentiments and Notions 
"they have 1 now # imbibed, in fuch a rh it 1s 


An 


wee 860, than egen che Calpe for! import- 
ing or exporting them contrary to an Exgliſi Law, 
a Law, whoſe Authority they diſclaim, and 


- whoſe Penalties they both deteſt, and deſpiſe. 


Bur why ſhould we labour this Point any 


longer? Dr. FrankLin himſelf joins his Suf- 
frage to ours as far as this Point is concerned. 
Many [ſays he, in his Advertiſement. to his 
Conſiderations on the Nature, and the Extent 
of the Legiſlative Authority of the Britiſh Par- 
Jiament, printed in * RiyineTox's New-York 
Gazetteer, Ottober 30, 1774, ] “Many will per- 
e haps be ſurprized to fee the Legiſlative Au- 


40 e of the Britifi Parliament over this. Co 


ET 


—— E * . r 


1 bab * Iutely informed. that = Mens. Hier af 
New-York was herein miſtaken ; this Pamphlet being the 
Production of another Patriotic Pen,” and not of Dr. 
Frag £415, OE | 


* * , 
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<< Jonies, Amed in every Inſtance. Thoſe the 
, „Writer informs, that, when he, began this 
Piece, he would probably have been ſurprized 
at fuch an Opinion himſelf. For it was the 
Reſült, not the Occaſion of his Diſquiſitions. 
8 * He entered upon them with a View and Ex- 
« pectation of being able to trace ſome conſtitu- 
tional Line between thoſe Caſes in which we 
the Americans] ought, and thoſe in which we 
66 ought not to acknowledge the Power of Par- 
*« liament over us. In the Proſecution of his 
e Inquiries he became fully convinced, that 
. ſuch 4 Line doth not exiſt ; : and that there can 
be 10 Medium between acknowledging, and 
2 « denying that Power in ALL Casts.” 

"Now after this, what can be ſaid more ? And 
how can we think of a Medium, of a Tempe- 
rament, of a Reconciliation in ſuch a Caſe? 
Mutual Conceſſions cannot poſſibly be made: 
Compromiſing Schemes are idle, and viſionary 

Things; becauſe the Nature of the Claim on 
both Sides is abſolutely ſuch, that it muſt be ad- 
' mitted»(hole and entire; or be wholly denied 
and rejected. Therefore in ſuch a Dilemma, 
what other Scheme ¶ peaceable Scheme I mean] 
can now remain for the good People of Great- 
Britain yet to purſue, but either to ſurrender 
the diſobedient Colonies entirely up, by declar- 
f ing them to be ſo many free and independent 
te Or to become their Tributaries and 
E Vaſlals ? 


Ex 
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Vaffals p- 1 ſay, their Tributarieg atid-V affacls's 
For ſuch we muſt really be, if we dò not ſepa - 
rate from them, whatever thin Diſguiſes may be 
attempted to be put on to cover the Piſgrace. 
Every Advantage, which we enjoy, they are td 
enjoy in common with us; and yet to Contribute 
nothing but what, chen, and hioto they pleate 
towards the vaſt Expence of procuring, and ſe- 
curing” theſe Advantages. We are to «defray 
the Charges of Fleets and Armies, of Forts and 
Settlements, of Embaſſies and Alliances, "of 
Treaties of Peace and Commerce, and of all 
other expenfive Privileges which the Exgl iſt 
enjoy among foreign Nations; and then they 
(the Americans ) are to reap the Benefits of them 
equally with ourſelves. In ſhort, we are to be 
the firſt Adventurers, and the firſt Drudges in 
every Caſe; we are to run the firſt Riſques, 
and to bear all the primary Expences - and 
then, when Matters are brought to bear, and 
the Trade has ſucceeded, they are to commence 
our Rivals and Competitors. Thus, for Ex- 
ample, is there ſome new and important Diſco- 
very to be made in Chymical Proceſſes, in the 
Arts of Dying, Colouring, Mining, Fluxing, 
&c. &c.? Or are there any uſeful Machines to 
be invented in the Mechanic Arts? The In- 
ventor may have a Patent to reward his Genius, 
to re· iniburſe his Expences; and encourage his 
Induſtry for * Tears, if he pleaſes; "this 

| Patent 
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Patent will hold good againſt his Fellow. Sub- 
jects in Great- Britain; but will not fignify a 
Ruſh: againſt the Independents of North Ameri- 
ca A hat is, ſtill more provoking, theſe 
Independents will have it in their Power to en- 
tice away his Agents and Seryarts, after he has 
been at the ſole Expence and Trouble of teach- 
ing, and training them to the Buſineſs: -I ſay, 
they will have it in their Power to entice them 
publicity away, by offering them Rewards in our 
own Aublic Papers to remove to North-America. 
Again, are there any Places, either lucrative or 
honourable, important or influential, to be ob- 
tained under the Britiſi Government? And are 
all Foreigners and Aliens, and even Hanoverians, 
to be excluded from ſuch Poſts of Honour, Pro- 
fit or extenſive Influence? Very right: But 
our dear, independent Brethren of North- Ame- 
rica are neither Foreigners, nor Aliens, not yet 
Hanoverians: They are the better Part of our 
own ſelves; and therefore hey have a Right to 
every Thing. Nay, they have a Right to be 
choſen Members of the Britiſi Parliament, and 
to ſit and vote for any Sums they ſhall pleaſe, to 
be applied for the Independence of America 
againſt the Intereſt and Claims of Great-Britain. 
Once more; Do we; with to encourage ſome N 
vantageous Trade with a foreign Country; 
Country, which abounds, with raw. Materials 
5 0 is e deltikure of Manufactures ? We muſt 
2429784 not 
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* 


not doi it; if ſuch a Trade ſhould be ſuppoſed to 
interfere with the Trade of the Colonies. Are 
we nevertheleſs convinced, that we ought to be 


at Liberty to buy all Sorts of raw Materials at 


the beſt Markets, and the cheapeſt? And that 


it is the Height of Abſurdity, to lay heavy 
Duties on their Importation into Great- Britain? 


No Matter for that :---For if the Intereſt of he 


Colonies ſhould ſo require, that; is every Thing; 
that alone ſilences all Objections. And we 
muſt give theſe Coloniſts great Bounties for 
raiſing ſuch Commodities, as might be im- 
ported from other Countries much better in 
Quality, much greater in Quantity, and without 
any Bounties at all ;---nay, tho' theſe Countries 
ſhould agree to take our on Engliſh Naas. 
factures in Return. 

THERE is therefore waking more that can be 
offered relative to this Subject. For if we ſhall 
till perſiſt in careſſing our Colonies for putting 

theſe Indignities daily upon us ;---if we ſhall ſtill 
ſubmit to be fleeced, taxed, and inſulted by 
them, inſtead of throwing them off, ahd-declar- 
ing ourſelves to be unconnected with, and inde- 
pendent of them, we ſhall become (and indeed 
we are now becoming) a Monument of the 
GREATEST INFATUATION. | 255 
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